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.I'$"IE CAL^A.GUAs
The Calaguas are a group of around 17
islands found north of Camarines Norte.
Situated on the Phitippine Sea, it takes
a two-hour boat ride frorn the town of
Vinzons to get there. The sea can be very
choppy frorn 0ctober to March, according
to Jay, and so the ideal time to travel there
is from July to September when the seas
are calmer.

The presence of large waves is not at all
surprising, because it is one of the things
Camarines Norte is known for. It is poputar
among surfers, which is why the
Departnent of Tourism made Bagasbas
Beach, one of the province's better-known
surfing spots, an accredited internationat
surfing spot.

But att the statistics and other trivia about
the islands are usetess pieces of informa-
tion unless one sees then for oneself,

Instead of getting on a boat in Vinzons
as usual. our group got on two lalge fishing
boats in the town of Mercedes because
we were composed of no less than 30
people. Aside from Jay, his friends and
staff. and the band of writers, players fiom
different Phitippine and Indonesian teams
that ptayed in the Asian University
Basketbatl Chanpionships (AUBC)
went along with us.
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We then arrived at the area called Mahabang

Buhangin, literally, Long Sand. The name
pretty much describes the beach because it

is where one can find the longest white sand

beach in the island group. Since the lalge

fishing boat we were on couldn't get near the

shore, a speedboat of the local Coast Guaril

took us to the beach by batches. from afar,

the view of Mahabang Buhangin tooked

fantastic. It was a sight of an almost
unadulterated piece of nature.

When it was finatly our turn to ride the

speedboat. I should say I was already excited

to hit the beach. Be warned though, especially

if you're carrying sensitive and expensive

equipment, because the waves there can make

you lose your balance. Believe rne because it

happened to me when I was getting off the

speedboat. A large wave atmost knocked me

off and the camera that I was hotding (which

I only borrowed, by the way) almost got soaked

in the water. Good thing I was able to hotd it

up away fiom the waters.

0n the beach. I lost no time taking some good

pictures of Mahabang Buhangin, which wasn't

really difficutt because the place is really

fantastic. The midday sun, the cool blue green

waters and the fine sand were a sight to behotd

and are ought to be experienced. So after

taking a few shots, I jumped into the waters

and got lost in the moment.
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PINAGCASTILLOI.fAf{
After losing rnyself in the water, our group had
lunch, took a sholt break, and headecl towards
the small island of Pinagcastillohan which lies
at the heart of the island group. The island is
owned by the Palencia's and is sunounded by
sand bars which make for a picturesque view.
There we talked to Jay about what the futule
nay hold for the islands. He said that it would
be good for everyone if the place is developed
in the future because it woutd attract nore
tourists if regular trips and accommodations
were available. Also, the locals wili have the
chance of getting alternative jobs in hotels anrl
the like.

But with the development comes the fear of
the destruction of the area. However. safety
nets are being put up to ensure that it doesn't
happen. In an interview wit} the province's
representative, Renato Unico, he said that one
measure of prevention is that companies that
will set up their business at the Calaquas will
have to pay a bond beforehand so thlt if
sonething wrong happens in the future, they
cannot just run from it and that there wi[ be
funds to rehabilitate the area. Whether or not
this wilt work is yet to be seen, however.

Having said that, if you're planning to travel
to the Calaguas, there are.some things that you

. have to keep in mind. First of all, do all your
pelsonal stuff before you leave for the islands
so that you do not have to go running around
looking for a place to do it i f j t catches you in
a bad time. Atso, remember to bring enough
food and water for your entire stay because
you won't find any sari-sari store there. If you
plan to stay overnight, it's good to bring a tent
and a sleeping bag with you. Sure, it won,t
match a comfortable bed to sleep in but you
get to lie under a blanket of stars at night.
Finally. if your ideal getaway means leaving
the city life behind. then taking a trip to the
Calaguas will give you just that. The place

. doesn't have a phone signal, much less a WiFi
hot spot. But it's alt good to be one with
nature from time to tirne.

So go and pack your bags now and heacl to the
South of Luzon. A day trip on a chartered boat
from Vinzons to the Calaguas costs only p4.000
while for smaller groups, it's more practical to
take a ride with fishing boats where the fare is
on a per-head basis.9

COMMUNfNG \^fITH NATURE
As I mentioned earlier, the beaches of the
Calaguas are alnost untouched. It means that
there are no amenities yet like those found in
more developed beaches. Whether it,s a qood
thing or not depends on each visitor. Bui for
rne, the appeal of the islands lies in the fact
that I, atong with the first time visitors, were
given the chance to see how, in Jayt worrls,
Boracay may have looked tike some Z0 years
ago. No one is given that kind of opportunity
that often.
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